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SUMMARY: IN MEETING WITH EMBOFF MAY 24, RHODESIAN 
MISSION CHIEF EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE 
ENCROACHMENTS BY COMMUNISM IN MOZAMBIQUE AS RESULT OF 
FUTURE PORTUGUESE DECISION TO GRANT INDEPENDENCE TO 
MOZAMBIQUE. RHODESIAN S VIEWS INCLUDED FAMILIAR THEMES 
OF STRATEGIC VALUE CAPE ROUTE TO WEST, ETC. EMBOFF 
AGREED REPORT REMARKS TO WASHINGTON. END SUMMARY 

1. POLITICAL SECTION CHIEF MET WITH COL. KNOX, CHIEF OF 
RHODESIAN MISSION IN LISBON, FOR 30 MINUTES MAY 24 AT 
ELLIOTT ROOSEVELT’S COUNTRY HOUSE IN LISBON SUBURBS. 

KNOX WELCOMED OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH USG REP. EMBOFF 
MADE IT CLEAR AT OUTSET THAT HIS MANDATE EXTENDED ONLY TO 
REPORTING KNOX'S VIEWS. KNOX THEN DESCRIBED HIS 
CONCERNS OVER EFFECT PORTUGUESE COUP ON SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

2. KNOX SAID RECENT STATEMENT BY INTER-TERRITORIAL 
COORDINATION MINISTER IN LOURENCO MARQUES THAT THERE 
WOULD BE REFERENDUM IN MOZAMBIQUE WITHIN ONE YEAR WAS 
OF GRAVE CONCERN. HE WAS PERSUADED THAT AN 
INDEPENDENT MOZAMBIQUE WOULD FALL PREY TO COMMUNISM. HE 
SAID COMMUNIST INFLUENCE WOULD GROW FROM DIRECT TIES 
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BETWEEN PRO-COMMUNIST BLACK GOVERNMENT IN MOZAMBIQUE AND USSR, WHICH 
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WOULD SEEK INFLUENCE IN MOZAMBIQUE TO COUNTER CHINESE 
INFLUENCE IN TANZANIA AND ELSEWHERE. 

3. KNOX SAID RE-OPENED SUEZ CANAL WOULD ALLOW USSR TO 
MOVE FLEET RAPIDLY FROM BLACK SEA BASES TO INDIAN OCEAN. 
SAID WITH LOSS TO WEST OF MOZAMBIQUE, BASES OF DIEGO SUAREZ 
AND DIEGO GARCIA WOULD BE ISOLATED AND INEFFECTUAL. 

NOTING PRESS REPORTS OF US INTEREST IN NACALA, KNOX ASKED 
WHETHER THIS TRUE. EMBOFF SAID THIS PURE SPECULATION. 

KNOX SAID REAL GOAL OF USSR IS SOUTH AFRICA WITH ITS 
IMMENSE WEALTH AND COMMANDING STRATEGIC POSITION. KNOX 
SAID SOVIET CONTROLOF PORTS IN MOZAMBIQUE WOULD GIVE 

IT STRANGLE HOLD ON WEST'S OIL LIFELINE, WHICH WOULD 
CONTINUE AROUND CAPE AFTER SUEZ RE-OPENED. 

4. KNOX SAID HE HAD MET RECENTLY WITH PRESIDENT SPINOLA. 

SAID SPINOLA SPOKE OF HIS DETERMINATION "NOT TO ABANDON" 
THE PORTUGUESE TERRITORIES. KNOX SAID HE FELT PRESIDENT 
SINCERE , BUT FOUND IT HARD TO RECONCILE SPINOLA STATEMENT 
WITH GOVERNMENT PRONOUNCEMENTS ON SELF-DETERMINATION, 
WITH ONE MAN ONE VOTE. 

5. AT CONCLUSION OF HIS STATEMENT KNOX ASKED WHETHER US 
HAD VIEWS ON THESE ISSUES. EMBOFF SAID THESE QUESTIONS 

OF COURSE OF CONCERN BUT THAT HIS INSTRUCTIONS RULED OUT 
COMMENT. KNOX SAID HE THOUGHT IT USEFUL "TO HAVE THIS 
CHANNEL OPEN" AND SAID THAT IF WASHINGTON HAS RESPONSE 
HE COULD BE CONTACTED THROUGH ROOSEVELT. EMBOFF 
REITERATED HIS INSTRUCTIONS TO REPORT KNOX'S VIEWS 
AT THIS ONE MEETING AND WAS NONCOMMITTAL ON POSSIBLE 
REPLY. 

6. COMMENT: KNOX MADE NO DIRECT REQUEST DURING COURSE 
OF CONVERSATION. OTHER THAN TO HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO 
EXPRESS HIS GOVERNMENT'S CONCERN, WE GUESS HIS PURPOSE 
MAY BE TO BEGIN OPENING SOME TYPE OF CHANNEL WITH THIS 
EMBASSY. SCOTT 
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